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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 


Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #09NEWDELHI968. 
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SUBJECT:  CHARGE'S  CALL  ON  LEADER  OF  THE  OPPOSITION  L.K. 

AD VAN I 

Classified  By:  CDA  Peter  Burleigh  for  Reasons  1.4  (B,  D) 

f.  1 . (SBU)  Summary:  Looking  relaxed  and  confident,  Bharatiya  Janata  Party's  (BJP)  prime  ministerial  candidate  L.K.  Advani  told  Charge  that  the 

Bilateral  Relationship:  Continuity  and  Strength 


f2 . (C)  In  a May  13  meeting,  CDA  congratulated  Indian  Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  Bharatiya  Janata  Party  (BJP)  candidate  for  Prime  Minist 
f.3 . (C)  Advani  emphasized  that  U.S. -India  relations  would  prosper  and  be  further  strengthened  if  a BJP-led  government  emerged  after  the  parlic 
No  Move  to  Reopen  Civ-Nuke  Deal 


f.4 . (C)  Advani  played  down  BJP  opposition  to  the  U.S. -India  civil  nuclear  agreement.  He  acknowledged  the  BJP  public  position  in  July  2008  was 

Optimistic  About  Return  to  Power 


NEW  DELHI  00000968  002  OF  003 

f.5 . (C)  Advani  was  optimistic  the  BJP  would  emerge  as  the  single  largest  party  in  the  new  Indian  parliament  after  votes  are  counted  and  result 
f.6 . (C)  Advani  ruled  out  a Third  Front  government,  saying  it  would  not  be  able  to  muster  the  numbers.  He  downplayed  the  importance  of  the  con 
f.7 . (C)  Advani  said  he  was  not  concerned  with  the  rise  of  regional  parties  in  India.  In  his  view  the  B JP ' s success  in  ""smashing  the  hegemony 
Pakistan:  Who  Calls  the  Shots? 


f.  8 . (C)  According  to  Advani,  the  problem  in  dealing  with  Pakistan  today  is  that  it  is  not  clear  who  is  in  charge  — the  civilian  government,  t 

f.9 . (C)  Advani  cautioned  about  the  tendency  of  the  international  community  to  view  the  India-Pakistan  relationship  through  the  Kashmir  lens. 
f.10.  (C)  Advani  recounted  a discussion  he  had  with  Benazir  Bhutto  a few  years  ago  in  which  they  identified  two  factors  that  have  allowed  democr 
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structure  while  India  has  swept  aside  its  feudal  systems  for  the  most  part. 

The  Troubled  Neighborhood 

f.12.  (C)  Advani  stated  that  India  has  lost  its  traditional  influence  in  Nepal  and  Sri  Lanka  over  the  last  five  years.  In  Nepal,  this  has  allov 
.5.13.  (C)  Advani  emphasized  that  in  Sri  Lanka  the  primary  Indian  concern  is  for  the  well  being  of  the  Tamil  population.  He  said  he  understood 
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